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THE FINAL REPORT CON SISTS OF THREE VOLUMES:  

 
Volume I:  Existing Situation and Main Issues  

Volume II:  Spatial Development Strategies/Recommendations/Policies  
Volume III:  Programme of Action and Investment Plan  

 
This volume is organized under the following main headings 

1 The Spatial Structure 

 

The spatial structure includes: 

i. The 20 year Vision for the Region 

ii. The International and national context 

iii. Scenarios of regional development 

iv. Spatial Organising principles for the Regional Framework 

v. Spatial Organisating principles for the economy, urbansiation, 

infrastructure, social development and the environment 

vi. Proposals for the spatial organization of five sub regional development 

zones 
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SPATIAL STRATEGY 

1 UNDERPINNING OF THE SCENARIO DEVELOPMENTS.  

1.1 Introduction 
The analysis of the existing situation and subsequent development issues regarding the dynamics 

of the region spatial development create opportunities and challenges to the overall development. 

These have influenced the spatial structures of the region socio-economically and if effectively 

organized will lead the region towards sustainable growth. The basic underlying rationale for the 

Ashanti Regional Spatial Development Framework includes the immutable geo-physical basis of 

the region, some of the key growth nodes and corridors which have already been generated from 

different factors such as trade routes, concentrations of natural resources, population 

concentration and settlement expansion as well as their influences on existing infrastructure. 

Again, the influence of the region extends massively beyond the national borders and any spatial 

arrangement whilst considering local inter regional relationship should also consider the spatial 

relationships within the ECOWAS sub region which is heavily influenced by commercial activities. 

Figure 1.1 depicts the region in the context of the ECOWAS sub region. It is noted that in terms 

of population sizes, Kumasi is the largest among landlocked cities in the sub region and also with 

one of the active commercial links. In the consideration of any growth path (Scenario) for the 

region these dynamics are duly noted. 

Figure 1.1: Ashanti Region in West Africa 
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1.2 International and National context 
Kumasi has grown over the past 200 years into one of the main trading centres of West 

Africa.  

ñKumasi, at the peak of the ógolden triangleô, is a strategic link between the more urbanised and 

developed coast and the rest of the countryò. 

The coast is where there has been the largest scale direct investmenté Kumasi, through 

its size and trade links, has grown as a largely informal city of regional status.  

1.2.1 Ashanti Region in the National SDF 

The National SDF identifies Kumasi and its "City Region" (circled above) between 

Sunyani/Techiman and Accra.  The graded settlements identifiable in the Region in the NSDF 

are Kumasi, Obuasi, Nyinahin and Ejura. 

Figure 1.2: Ashanti Sub-Regional Zones indicating Kumasi Urban Growth Boundary, the City Region  

  

 



Volume II                                    Spatial Development Strategies, Recommendations and Policies 2016-2036 

3 
 

1.2.2 The City Region and the Regional Spatial Structure 

The NSDF findings reinforces Kumasi as Primate City, second to Accra, and uses the concept 

of the City Region, which is followed here.  The NSDF shows the Kumasi City Region as having 

a 45km radius from the City Centre.  The Greater Kumasi SDF proposes that the sprawling 

expansion of Kumasi is curtailed by defining a 20km Kumasi Urban Growth Boundary, at the 

Outer Ring Road.   

The GKSDF proposes dispersion of the City centre markets and bulk-breaking activity to locations 

at the intersection of a Middle Ring Road (approximately 10km radius) with the main radial routes, 

and logistics hubs on the Outer Ring Road. In the ARSDF there is a presumption against allowing 

the industrial and marketing functions which need to be concentrated in hubs, to disperse 

themselves to the towns which lie between the 20km and 45km radius, which is the definition of 

the City Region (see Figure 1.2).   

In the outer regional areas which are almost all within a 50-80km radius from Kumasi, (apart from 

the Sekyere Afram Plains), a pattern of major Regional Urban Growth Centres has been 

identified, which are far enough away from Kumasi to warrant being independent economic 

centres in activities that these areas have comparative advantages in production. These Urban 

Growth Centre will also provide higher level social development services for their surrounding 

rural areas.  The Growth Centres also lie on principal national and international routes radiating 

from Kumasi, where there are already developing Urbanising Corridors.  These must be 

recognised, but as far as possible compact areas must be planned within them, so that they are 

interspersed with green belts and crossed by the pattern of Landscape Corridors which has 

been designated by the NSDF and is implemented here. 

i. 20km radius of Kumasi,  

ii. 45km radius of the City    Region,  

iii. Urban Growth Centres 

iv. Growth Corridors, crossed by 

v. Landscape Corridors 

Detailed planning methods that were used during this phase of the assignment included the 

following: 

Population estimates: The ARSDF project has a 20-year planning period and the team reviewed 

available 20-year population growth projections prepared by the Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) 

and the National Population Council (NPC), verified their assumptions, and combined them to 

derive the most likely scenario for population growth in the region. Estimates of populations by 

major settlements, Districts and the Region have been prepared based on inter-censual trends. 

It is estimated that by the end of the planned period the population of the region will be between 

8,164,582 to 9,197,029 based on three different options and assumptions as follows:- 

1. Option One: estimated population will be 9,197,029 by 2036 based on the following 

assumptions 

¶ Ashanti Region as an urban-region will continue to attract in-migration from other regions 

and annual growth rate will continue to remain at 2.9 

¶ Investment in the industrial and services sectors will continue to skew towards the region 

next to Greater Accra 

¶ Increase in size of urban agglomerations 
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2. Option Two: population is estimated to reach 8,716,204 at an annual growth rate of 2.7 

and will decrease to 2.4 in 2036 based on these assumptions 

¶ Balance sustainable development between urban and rural districts 

¶ Moderate rural-urban investment in Ghana in accordance with balance development in 

urban and rural areas 

 

3. Option Three: population is estimated to reach 8,164,582 with an annual rate of growth of 

2.7 which will decrease to 2.0 by 2036 

¶ Promote economic development in rural areas 

¶ Rural-urban migration will reduce and becoming static in the long run 

¶ Education of birth control initiatives will be widely acceptable and used 

¶ Fertility rate will be reduced and families will aspire to have reduced families 

The formulation of the ARSDF will adopt the option three as the population estimated to be 

planned for because the NSDF has proposed an emphasis on equitable investments across the 

country and this is expected to reduce the continuous migration to the Ashanti Region particularly 

to Kumasi. Again, the Northern Savanna Ecological Zone SDF proposes extensive investment in 

the three Northern Regions which will halt the intense migration to the South (which include 

Ashanti Region as one of the main migration receiving points). Lastly, as an area becomes more 

urbanized fertility rate and natural birth rate reduces and it is expected that the Ashanti Region 

which is one of the two urbanized regions will depict the same. 

Table 1.1: Population Projection 1984-2036 

    1984 2000 2010 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 

Option I Population 2,090,100 3,612,950 4,780,380 5,799,676 6,589,408 7,507,176 8,569,086 9,689,032 

Annual Growth Rate - 3.50% 2.80% 2.80% 2.90% 2.90% 2.90% 2.90% 

Option II Population 2,090,100 3,612,950 4,780,380 5,787,357 6,529,423 7,458,010 7,981,736 8,709,931 

Annual Growth Rate - 3.50% 2.80% 2.80% 2.70% 2.70% 2.60% 2.50% 

Option III Population 2,090,100 3,612,950 4,780,380 5664111 6349500 
 

7007066 
 

7584999 
 

8181227 
 

Annual Growth Rate - 3.50% 2.80% 2.70% 2.50% 2.40% 2.20% 2.10% 

Source: Spatial Solutions 2016 based on GSS, 2010 

 
Economic projections: The Team reviewed economic development trends and potentials based 

on existing trends (natural, human and capital factors of production) and the development 

trajectories of the National and the Greater Kumasi SDFs to come up with projections for the 

growth of the economy in different sectors. 

 

Table 1.2: Projected Sector Employment - Ashanti Region Sector 
. sector 2000 2010 Growth Rate 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 

Agriculture 770246 631302 -1.80389 565982.3 516742.6 471786.6 430741.8 393267.8 

Industry 244800 333680 3.630719 413296 493973.7 590400 705649.3 843395.9 

Services 597417 1108036 8.547112 1812439 2731209 4115724 6202083 9346069 

TOTAL 1612463 2073018 2.856221 2454632 2825786 3253060 3744940 4311195 

Source: Spatial Solutions 2016, based on GSS, 2010 
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Environment and natural resources:  The existing natural resources (soil, minerals, vegetation, 

etc) were assessed to determine the suitability and potential for the various major land uses.  The 

proposed uses have also been compared against the potential to determine compatibility or 

discrepancies particularly the vision of pursuing sustainable mining. The challenges and 

opportunities posed by climate change and natural disasters for environmental and natural 

resources management have also been addressed.  

Infrastructure Projection. Infrastructure provision is paramount to the successful 

implementation of the entire ARSDF proposals. The different emphasis on necessary 

infrastructure for each scenario situation has been developed. The development of an effective 

road and rail network are critical to the successful implementation of all the scenarios and 

therefore a fundamental requirement. It is expected that with an increase in population to 8.2 

million and a resultant increase in labour force and economic investment intensity, the use of all 

transportation network will increase. Invariably, the carrying capacity of these networks 

particularly roads should be expanded and the railway systems extensively revamped. Secondly, 

it is expected that infrastructure investments particularly in urban centres should be three times 

as much to economic investments in the areas of social infrastructure like schools, hospitals, 

sanitation and housing. It is estimated that the population of cohorts 0-4 and 4-9 age groups as 

shown in Table 1.2 will increase from 1.4 million in 2016 to1.7 million by 2036. This will have 

implications for investments in educational and health facilities. Generally, it is expected that with 

a population of over eight million people facilities like the Komfo Teaching Hospital (KATH) will 

not be adequate to meet the health needs of the people. The military hospital under construction 

in Afari will relief the stress however two additional hospitals of the status of a KATH regional 

hospital will have to be provided within the region. 

Development Zones/Poles and Polycentric Development: Sharing borders with six out 

of ten regions the Ashanti Region depicts the most effective traits of polycentric development. A 

critical examination of the growth pattern in the region shows a polycentric development with 

Kumasi in the center. The influence of Greater Kumasi to the rest of the region in terms of growth 

corridors is very prominent. It will be necessary to develop other growth zones and poles to relief 

Greater Kumasi of congestion and stress on its infrastructure. In conformity with modern day 

planning, the dynamics of spatial development in terms of the key growth nodes and corridors 

(which are generated by the interaction between different factors) has been modelled as shown 

in Figure 1.3. The idea here is to identify selected nuclei for industrial growth to stimulate 

development in the surrounding area instead of focusing on the underdeveloped districts as a 

whole. This resulted in classifying the region into five Development Zones within which growth 

poles will be identified based on certain principles. The Development Zones are discussed below; 



Volume II                                    Spatial Development Strategies, Recommendations and Policies 2016-2036 

6 
 

Figure 1.3: Proposed Development Zones and Settlement Networks 

Source: Spatial Solutions, 2016 
 

The Development Zones (DZ), and composition including urban hierarchy are shown in Figure 

1.3 and highlighted as follows; 

The Konongo Zone is at the northeast part of the region and comprise of six districts which are 

listed below.  

1. Asante Akim North - Agogo 

2. Asante Akim South - Juaso 

3. Asante Akim Central - Konongo 

4. Sekyere Afram Plains - Drobonso 

5. Kumawu Sekyere ï Kumawu 

6. Sekyere East ïEffiduasi  

The zone has a total population of 476,278 as of 2016 shown in Table 1.3. The major economic 

activity is farming which has the highest employment share among the three sectors of the 

economy. The zone falls within two agro-ecological zones which are transitional zone and semi-

deciduous forest which is a potential advantage in terms of the ability to grow all the major food 

and industrial crops. Rice production supported by JICA under the Sustainable Development of 

Rain-fed Lowland Rice Production is prominent in the Zone. It is also home to the highest number 

of cattle population in Ghana. Major growth poles identified in the zone to support any type of 

development include Konongo, Agogo, Effiduase, Kumawu, Juaso and Drobonso. Except for 
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Drobonso which is isolated, the rest of the major towns have a strong economic network within a 

radius of 40 kilometres from the AccraïKumasi road which acts as a major growth corridor for the 

zone and the entire region. The zone shares borders with two regions which are the Brong Ahafo 

to the north and Eastern Region to the east. 

The growth zone is noted for causing extensive environmental degradation as a result of illegal 

mining and overgrazing from cattle rearing. This environmental havoc is centred in the Southern 

part of the zone. 

Table 1.3: Population Projection for Konongo Zone 

Districts 2010 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 

Sekyere East 62172 70429 76246 81735 86758 92090 

Asante Akim South 117245 135968 149385 161725 172514 184023 

Sekyere Kumawu 65402 74088 80207 85981 91265 96874 

Sekyere Afram Plains 28535 32325 34995 37514 39819 42266 

Asante Akim North 68186 79075 86878 94054 100329 107022 

Asante Akim Central 71508 84394 94557 102872 110277 118216 

Total Population 413048 476278 522268 563881 600963 640491 

Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) 
 

Mampong Zone is situated at the northern part of the Ashanti Region (AR) and shares boundary 

with the Brong Ahafo Region.  The zone comprises the districts listed below 

1. Mampong Municipal ï Mampong 

2. Offinso Municipal ï Offinso 

3. Offinso North ï Akomadan 

4. Ejura Sekyeredumase ï Ejura 

5. Afigya Sekyere ï Agona 

6. Sekyere Central ï Nsuta 

The zone has a total population of 472,514and among the major urban areas which can serve as 

growth poles are Mampong, Ejura, Nsuta, Offinso, Agona and Akomadan. The zone falls within 

two agro-ecological zones which are transitional zone and semi-deciduous forest and has the 

same advantages as the Ashanti Akim zone in terms of crop production variety. Akomadan is also 

noted across the country as one of the leading producers of vegetables including tomatoes, 

garden eggs and pepper. Leading quarry industries in the region are located in the zone. With 

numerous ecotourism sites the zone may be next to the Greater Kumasi Zone in terms of tourist 

attraction both natural and man-made. The zone has two of the busiest growth corridors within 

the region with intensive economic activities between the region and the three northern regions 

and to Burkina Faso. As a result, important settlements like Agona, Jamasi and Offinso are 

gradually becoming dormitory towns for the Greater Kumasi Zone. It is no surprise that it has the 

third highest population after the Obuasi Zone (660,272) and the Greater Kumasi Zone 

(2,764,091) 

Table 1.4: Population Projection for Mampong Zone 

Districts 2010 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 

Sekyere Central 71232 80692 87357 93646 99401 105510 

Afigya Sekyere 94009 106494 115290 123590 131185 139247 

Offinso North 56881 65196 71279 76787 81910 86944 
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Offinso 76895 89175 97974 106067 113143 120097 

Ejura sekyedumase 85446 99091 108336 117863 126348 134777 

Mampong 88051 103919 115298 126055 135797 145573 

Total Population 472514 544566 595535 644008 687784 732148 

Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) based on GSS (2010) 
 

Obuasi Zone is the most populous after the KMA with a population of 660,272. It shares the 

border with both Eastern and Central Regions. Major settlements in the zone include Obuasi, 

New Edubiase, Fomena and Bekwai.  

1. Adansi South ï New Edubiase 

2. Adansi North ï Fomena  

3. Amansie Central - Jacobu 

4. Bekwai Municipal - Bekwai 

5. Obuasi Municipal ï Obuasi 

6. Bosome Freho ï Asiwa  

In addition to farming which is a major economic activity mining has been driving the economy of 

the zone to an appreciable extend. The biggest industrial mining company which is Anglogold is 

currently closed down but the Ghana government is making arrangement to have it operations 

activated. Food and industrial crop production is quite encouraging and Bekwai Municipal is 

known for high production in cocoa. The network of commercial activities between Bekwai and 

Obuasi as well as settlements like Fomena and New Edubiase attract traders from the central 

region towns like Fosu and Dunkwa. Next to the Greater Kumasi Zone the Obuasi Zone is the 

most economically active zone. It also habour a decent number of tourist sites and a vibrant 

service sector centered on finance, hotel operations and trading. The potential of the zone is 

extensively hampered by extensive environmental degradation caused by illegal mining 

operations 

Table 1.5: Population Projection for ObuasiZone 

Districts 2010 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 

Obuasi 168641 191037 206817 221705 235331 249793 

Adansi South 115378 132244 143168 152719 162907 172919 

Adansi North 107091 122746 132885 142451 151954 161293 

Bosome Freho 60397 69226 75685 81133 86119 90961 

Bekwai 118024 136872 150378 163602 174516 185242 

Amansie Central 90741 104617 116073 125661 134044 142986 

Total Population 660272 756742 825006 887271 944872 1003195 

Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) based on GSS (2010) 
 

Tepa Zone is located in the western part of the AR and shares border with both the Western and 

Brong Ahafo Regions. The 2016 estimated population of zone is 469,455. Farming and mining 

are the major economic activities in the area. The area is estimated to have the highest 

concentration of poultry farms in the region. Major settlements in the zone are Tepa, Mankranso, 

Jacobu and Manso Nkwanta.and Nyinahin. Settlements in the zone remain as major dormitory 

towns to the Greater Kumasi Zone. 

1. Ahafo Ano North - Tepa 

2. Ahafo Ano South - Mankranso 
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3. Amansie West ï Manso Nkwanta 

4. Atwima Mponua ï Nyinahini 

 
Table 1.6: Population Projection for Ahafo Ano-Atwima 

Districts 2010 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 

Atwima Mponua 119180 136602 149347 161683 172469 183069 

Ahafo Ano South 121659 139443 150962 161829 171775 181432 

Amansie West 134331 154873 171832 186026 198436 211674 

Ahafo Ano North 94285 109983 122027 132106 140920 150321 

Total Population 469455 540902 594168 641644 683599 726496 

Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) based on GSS (2010) 
 

Greater Kumasi Zone is the most populous in the region with about two thirds of the regional 

population. KMA is the core of the region and is the most populated metropolitan area in Ghana.  

1. Kumasi Metropolitan Assembly - Kumasi 

2. Asokore Mampong - Asokore 

3. Atwima Kwanwoma - Ofoase 

4. Bosomtwe - Kuntanase 

5. Afigya Kwabre - Kodie 

6. Ejisu - Ejisu 

7. Kwabre East ï Mamponteng 

8. Atwima Nwabiagya ï Nkawie 

The zone is strategically located in Ghana and is well noted as a major commercial centre where 

all major roads across the country connects and terminates. Other important settlements in the 

zone are gradually being incorporated into the core thus making Kumasi a major urban centre in 

the sub region. The NSDF recommended Kumasi to be developed as a city region therefore its 

influence over the rest of the zones and Ghana as a whole in terms of national development 

cannot be underestimated. 

Table 1.7: Population Projection for Greater Kumasi Zone 

Districts 2010 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 

Afigya Kwabre 136140 161143 180547 196424 210564 224611 

Atwima kwanwoma 90634 111219 128308 143758 155633 167661 

Kwabre East 115556 136779 151756 166732 180504 194454 

Atwima Nwabiagya 149025 170810 186746 202172 215659 228913 

Bosomtwe  93910 108843 119584 129461 137418 145863 

Asokore Mampong 304815 368226 416614 459976 495524 531196 

KMA 1730249 2096278 2394976 2696503 2962592 3238999 

Ejisu Juaben 143762 192325 233993 275235 309887 347201 

Total Population 2764091 3345623 3812524 4270261 4667781 5078898 

Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) based on GSS (2010) 
 

The similarity of the growth zones is that each one has a major growth corridor that links Greater 

Kumasi to other surrounding regions. For instance, the Konongo Zone link Greater Kumasi to 

Eastern and Greater Accra Regions through the Konongo city which is also identified through 

stakeholderôs consultation as a growth pole. It is expected that all the growth poles will be points 
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where major agro processing and other important economic activities will take place. The 

delineation of these zones will aid a future detailed study of these areas as was done for the 

Greater Kumasi Area in the absence of district SDFs. 

1.3 Use of Scenarios to Establish the Rational Underlying the Spatial Framework 
The rationale for the ARSDF has also been developed by consideration of different scenarios for 

the future of the region.  The spatial structure of a given area is affected by the population 

distribution patterns; economic activity and employment, its locational, geographical 

characteristics, and the infrastructure available. A change or adjustment in any of the key 

variables has the potential to affect the others and ultimately the spatial structure of the region 

and the overall natural environment.  

The scenarios make an assessment of how the different investment options in the three economic 

sectors, agriculture, industry (including mining, oil and gas) and services, might shape the spatial 

structure of the Ashanti Region. By examining different scenarios, different spatial development 

factors were revealed and their implications were better understood. These were then considered 

by workshops where stakeholders participated in predicting the direction of future growth and its 

implications for the Spatial Development Framework.  

1.3.1 The basis of the Scenarios which were considered  

1. Agriculture and Small and Medium Scale Enterprises (SMEs) Led Economy which 

takes into consideration the future of agriculture, whether it will decline or grow, and pull 

from, or push people to, the urban areas, mostly Kumasi.  Investments in commercial 

agriculture and its value chains can greatly increase productivity, but move people off their 

land.  It has the potential to grow the rural economy, and increase incomes, improve food 

security and set the basis for industrialization partly through agro- processing. Agricultural 

led economy prioritizes investments in the agricultural sector whilst setting the stage for 

an industrial economy which will in turn fuel the services industry. 

2. Industry, Mining and Gas Concentrated Development where the industrial sector 

including the minerals sector and the oil and gas finds in the Voltaian Basin within the 

Afram Plains will attract people and investments will be exploited. Urbanization and its 

attendant economic benefits will be enhanced whilst creating an efficient land use pattern. 

Industrial concentrated development priorities investment in industrialization, including 

mining and oil and gas whilst considering it implications on urbanization. 

3. Services, ICT, Tourism and Environmental Protection Led Economy examines 

whether continuing exponential growth of the services sector dominated by the informal 

sector, including commerce, tourism and leisure but also with scope for large scale 

investment in ICT, finance, malls, hotels, power, transport etc can induce widespread 

growth in the AR. A Services Scenario prioritises investment in services, tourism and IT 

based development 

Each of the Scenarios demonstrate specific objectives, investment opportunities, added 

advantages, and the core strategies to achieve the goals. shows the changing dynamics within 

all the sectors in the AR. 

The trend of these three sectors over the past fifteen years has been shown in Chart 4.2 (volume 

1) It can be seen that agriculture has been declining rapidly in proportion to services which has 

been growing, and that the industrial sector has been declining.  When population growth is taken 

into account this does not mean that there has been a decline in absolute numbers of people in 
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the sectors, only that the extra population has tended to be absorbed by services.  This equates 

broadly with the drift of people from rural to urban areas combined with the natural increase within 

urban areas.  It is manifested in the growth of subsistence type informal sector occupations such 

as food, clothing, transport etc which characterises the urban expansion in Kumasi and 

elsewhere.  The challenge is how to raise per capita income in both rural and urban areas in this 

context. 

1.4 The Agriculture and Small and Medium Scale Enterprise Led Economy 
Based on analysis and findings, the region has a huge potential in the production of both food 

and industrial crops mostly due to it favourable climatic conditions. It produces eight out of the 11 

selected MOFA priority crops that meet food security requirements and ranks third to Brong Ahafo 

and Eastern Region in 20131. In the production of industrial crops, it ranks third to the Western 

and Brong Ahafo Regions. The Agricultural Growth Corridor proposed in the NSDF identified AR 

as one of the leading regions to make the growth corridor successful both as a producer and 

consumer. However, production processes have been poorly managed and the analysis show 

that if the right investments are made, agriculture can spur the economy growth in the region 

which will lead to industrialization and a vibrant service sector. 

The right investment in agriculture will definitely rely on the presence of SMEs to produce the 

tools and other machinery that an improved agricultural practice will rely on. SMEs will be the 

ones to be actively involved in processing and marketing of agricultural produce. The presence 

of these SMEs is quite high in the Ashanti Region but most of them operates as informal industries 

with a heavy presence in the Suame small artisan (Magazine) enclave.  

Based on these potential and contribution to GDP from the industrial sector as well as low 

earnings from the service sector, it became important to consider taking advantage of the potential 

in agriculture and invest in the sector as a means of reviving the industrial sector whilst setting a 

solid foundation for the service sector dominated by informal activities. For instance, a conscious 

investment in agriculture will spur the growth in similar artisanal enclaves like the Suame 

ñMagazine in the production of farm equipment across the region. Other small-scale 

manufacturing companies may be set up to produce machinery as inputs for farming and 

machinery for agro processing. 

Agricultural led economy is described as Socio-economic transformation led by investments in 

the agricultural sector through the effective and efficient utilization of the production chain. 

Underlying Assumptions: 

Å Efficient and Effective utilization of Land 

Å Methods (scientific and mechanized) 

Å Adding value through processing (semi/finished) 

Å Provision of the necessary infrastructure 

Å Emphasis on research and development  

Å Availability of credit facilities 

Å Government commitment 

 

 

 

                                                
1 MOFA, SRID. Agriculture in Ghana, Facts and Figures, 2014 
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Overall Outcome: 

Transformation of the economy 

 

1.4.1 Basis of Direct Investment in Agriculture for this scenario 

The following proposals which arose from the analysis of the current situation in agricultural 

activities particularly types of crops grown in the different districts and efficiency in production 

shown in figure 4.7 (ARSDF Volume 1.docx) as well as stakeholders and the Consultant team 

considered the following factors as a means of investments. 

1.4.1.1 Direct Investment in Agriculture 

¶ Consider the growth of comparative advantage crops in districts 

¶ Attract agro-processing investors, encourage commercialisation driven by demand from 

agro-processing investment. 

¶ Commercialise agriculture to mechanise, and improve productivity but maintain high 

labour content where possible. 

¶ Identify and focus on key cash crop areas: cocoa, oil palm, cashew, horticulture and timber 

¶ Use the Region's science and research institutions (CSIR) to develop a more productive 

method of farming. Develop new crop types and methods for climate resilience;  

¶ Develop credit systems for SMEs owners using mobile phone technology 

¶ Obtain donor support, and link producers with processors, to identify and fund locations 

for storage on main transport routes.  

¶ Develop production forests and forest tree crops (cocoa, palm oil, and cashew) to enhance 

carbon sequestration and improved microclimate. 

 

1.4.1.2 Basis of infrastructure Focussed on Increased Investment in Agriculture 

¶ Implement the phased construction of the Kumasi ring road, rail and improved road access 

from Kumasi to Tema and Takoradi and the implementation of the Boankra Inland Port 

initiatives 

¶ Improved grid supply reliability. Encourage investment in renewable systems such as 

solar, biomass and wind for more remote locations. Promote use of other energy sources 

from waste timber and agricultural products for agro-processing 

¶ Create logistics and bulk-breaking centres on Kumasi ring road as per the Greater Kumasi 

SDF. 

¶ Develop irrigation projects for climate resilience, 

¶ Improve conditions of the feeder roads and their priorities for improvement for increasing 

agricultural output 

¶  Land should be made available through systematic demarcation of land as basis for 

existing owners to create, and have a stake in, commercial agricultural holdings. 

¶ Plan for rural agricultural growth centres to take pressure off Kumasi; plan settlements 

and services development, including land set aside for cash and food crops  

Peasantry Mechanisation Industrialisation

file:///C:/Users/Mohammed/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/ARSDF%20Volume%201.docx
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¶ Continue to develop agriculture in all districts; any population decline can ease land 

agglomeration for commercial farming 

¶ Take measures to counter threat to forests and crops from illegal and other mining 

activities. 

1.4.1.3 Focus on Human Capital Development for Improved Agriculture Productivity 

¶ Push for birth control measures to reduce the population growth rate; while improving 

education and skills development in agriculture, for the youth to find employment. 

¶ Upskill labour for scientific and more productive methods of farming, change or extend 

remit, research organisations to implement research findings through training and work 

with farmers for food security, increase cropped area in the districts with the highest 

yield(s) and large tracts of land, such as Sekyere Afram Plains, Sekyere Central, Amansie 

west, Bekwai and Atwima Mponua. Investigate why yields are low in high food producing 

districts like Ahafo Ano North and South, Ejura Sekyeredumase, Asante Akim South and 

Adansi South to find basis for improving production. 

¶ Develop a food shed system as described in the NSDF to improve links between 

producers and consumers of food.  

¶ Provide boreholes for unsupplied rural areas and ensure that CWSA and GWCL work 

together to develop sustainable water supply systems.  Prioritise use of groundwater 

where surface water is not available.  

¶ Prioritise healthcare improvement in the north and north-eastern districts 

1.4.2 Composite Agriculture and SME Led Scenario 

The composite agricultural scenario indicates the overall regional agricultural plan and 

summarises the activities which have been earmarked to occur in the different growth zone. The 

activities and investments are quite predominant in the northern part of the region which gives a 

clear indication that agriculture is the main livelihood of the people in these areas. As shown 

figure 2.21 (ARSDF Volume 1.docx) yields, production and land availability are high in these 

areas as well. For priority in investments, the northern sector of the region which are the Mampong 

and Konongo Growth Zones should be given the lead 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Mohammed/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/ARSDF%20Volume%201.docx
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Figure 1.4: Proposed Agricultural led scenario for Ashanti Region 

 
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016)
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1.4.2.1 Strength and Weakness 

The influence of agricultural sector cannot be under estimated in the Ashanti Region even 

though it has been gradually losing importance. The strength and weaknesses of the sector is 

summarised below. 

Strengths  

Relatively equitable spatial development: concentration of investments in agricultural sector 

ensure equitable distribution of investment as rural folks are given the opportunity to improve 

on their livelihoods. It emphasizes balance between both rural and urban investments and 

creates a strong link between the two. It offers a more balanced and equitable spread of services 

and employment opportunities across the region 

Ensures Food security as prescribed in the MOFA agricultural policy under FASDEP II. The 

region and for that matter Ghana is assured of food supply across the country and create a 

sense of self-reliance. 

Capitalizes on the existing employment structure of the region, and the districts that have a 

greater portion of employment in the agricultural sector. 

Weaknesses 

Adverse environment impacts, which is pronounced in the extensive use of fertilizer and other 

chemicals for cultivation. These chemicals may acts as pollutants to sources of water and the 

air. Massive clearing of land for mechanized farming may lead to losses in the flora and fauna. 

The potential planned development of some existing farm land and forest can result in 

irreversible damage to ecosystems and hinder the long term sustainability of the agricultural 

sector. 

Relatively slower rate of transforming the economy as against an industrialised economy 

where much higher productivity and growth levels can be achieved. 

High cost in the provision of infrastructure (per unit cost becomes very expensive). For 

instance, it will be less efficient to provide trunks roads and railways to a place like the Sekyere 

Afram Plains as an agricultural investment. 

1.4.3 Scenario Two: The Industry-led economy 

Introduction: Priority of Investment in Industry, Mining, Oil and Gas 

The future of industrial sectors and value addition to basic commodities and the production of 

tradeable, exportable goods, will be a strong determinant of the level of prosperity of the Ashanti 

Region.  Therefore, this Scenario focusses on the prioritization of investment for improved 

industrial performance.  

1.4.3.1 Underlying conditions and basis of attracting Direct Investment in Industry, Mining, Oil and Gas 

¶ Attract investors in packaging and processing of Cocoa, Oil Palm, Cashew, and Maize, 

Horticulture, Poultry and Beef, 

¶ Prioritise industrial production in Kumasi and other growth centres as identified in the 

ARSDF. 

¶ Co-locate with logistics and bulk-breaking sites 

¶ Sustain and develop Timber industries 
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¶ Encourage agglomeration of agro-processing activities with other manufacturing firms. 

¶ Identify new areas of industrial potential, and market to investors in Ghana and globally. 

¶ The GoG to initiate high level partnership, with global players akin to those for the gold 

mining and oil and gas sectors, to develop the bauxite industry in Ghana and at 

Nyinyahin. 

¶ Speed up consideration of oil and gas reserves at Afram Plains. 

¶ Develop links between conferencing, business and leisure facilities, and marketing with 

industrial investment investors and locations 

¶ Support, develop, and disaggregate / multiply Suame Magazine and Kejetia emerging 

industries to Kumasi ring road sites, Mampong and Obuasi. 

¶ Carry proposals into District SDFs, develop and market existing and new serviced 

industrial sites as identified in the GK SDF and the ARSDF 

¶ Take measures to stop pollution of rivers and degradation of land by mining activities. 

1.4.3.2 Basis of Infrastructure Focussed on Enabling Increased Industrial Sector Investment 

¶ Prioritise access to Kumasi by rail from Tema and by expressway from Accra ï and 

longer term from Takoradi. Implement the new Strategic Rail Development Plan for 

Ghana and prioritise the Tema Kumasi link as identified in the NSDF 

¶ Prioritise Phase One of the Kumasi ring road as per GK SDF  

¶ Implement the phased construction of the Kumasi ring road and the Boankra Inland Port 

¶ Prioritise upgrading / repair of poor road links between Kumasi and Obuasi and other 

areas as identified in NSDF. 

¶ Prioritise completion of gas pipeline to Kumasi and construction of thermal energy plant 

¶ Promote use of other energy sources from waste timber, household and agricultural 

products 

¶ Target availability of Water for production as a priority. 

¶ The long term viability of Kumasi airport, including for cargo and necessity for a new one 

at Mamponteng, should be studied and resulting proposal implemented during the plan 

period. 

¶ Improve level of ICT connectivity in industrial areas. 

¶ Take measures to improve reliability of energy grid supply to industrial areas, support 

alternative energy sources, support improved energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions in industrial processes  

1.4.3.3 Focus on Human Capital Development for Improved Industrial Productivity 

¶ Organise directly with investors the transfer of skills and knowledge as well as 

vocational, technical and skills training and educational programmes geared toward 

industrialization. Should be done through KNUST, Kumasi Technical University and 

others Institutions 

¶ Change or extend remit of research institutions to implement research findings through 

training and practical inks with investors. 

¶ Make free secondary education for all a top priority, as soon as affordable. 

¶ Extend piped water supplies in Kumasi and all towns as identified as industrial growth 

centres in the ARSDF  
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¶ Target access to basic services (water, electricity and safe toilets) to reach at least 80% 

of the population during the planning period. 

1.4.4 Composite summary 

The composite industrial scenario indicates the overall regional industrial plan and summarises 

the activities which have been earmarked to occur in the different growth zones. The activities 

and investments in mining predominate in the southern zones.  The industrial developments 

related to potential types of agro-processing are in each zone, but the main industrial growth 

areas are in Kumasi and Obuasi.  
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Figure 1.5: Composite Industrial Led Scenario 

 
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016 
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1.4.4.1 Strength and Weakness of Concentrated/Industrialized Development 

Industrialization and concentrated development promote rapid urbanization which contributes 

significantly to development of global economies. Development in growth corridors like Kumasi 

ï Ejisu, Kodie, Mamponteng and Mankranso will be enhanced to create an overall benefit. 

1.4.4.2 STRENGTHS 

Economies of scale (Internal and external) 

ï Efficient cost in the provision of major infrastructure 

ï Easy access (efficient) to market 

ï Room for specialization  

ï Quickens the process of economic transformation 

ï Knowledge spillover and technology transfer  

1.4.4.3 WEAKNESSES 

ï Spatial development inequity/unbalanced spatial equity: concentrated development is 

forecast to result in economic growth in existing centres and key corridors, whilst 

restraining development outside the main urban centres. 

ï Highly skilled human capital requirement 

1.4.4.4 Conclusion 

This option is unlikely to maximise the potential of key emerging strategic sectors. Furthermore, 

it is likely to exacerbate existing inequalities in job opportunities and unemployment particularly 

between places like Sekyere Afram Plains and KMA. Employment opportunities will be 

concentrated in existing urban areas. People living in rural areas and smaller communities will 

continue to contemplate migrating to urban centers like Konongo, Kumasi, Obuasi and 

Mampong, but the higher skill requirments may mean that they are still left out. 

1.4.5  Scenario Three: The Services-led Economy 

The Services Sector is the fastest growing sector of the economy and it constitutes about 62 

percent of employment in the AR as at 2015.  Although it also contains a large, low waged, 

urbanized population living at subsistence levels, it is argued that the development of the sector 

can lead to economic prosperity, even leapfrogging some of the industrial stage of development 

that developed countries have been through.  The promotion of the tourist industry which runs 

parallel with environmental improvement and concerns through protection of the forests and 

renewable energy usage will also generate revenue when investment is guided by this scenario.  

Key sub-sectors for this growth vision are tourism and leisure, and ICT. Major proposals from 

findings in the service sector that will guide the development of the scenario have been 

highlighted below. 
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1.4.5.1 Underlying conditions and basis of attracting Investment in Services, Tourism and 

Environmental Protection 

¶ Recognise and plan for extent of population growth pressure on employment and the 

services sector as the target for unemployed people.  

¶ Work with the energy and innovative aspects of the informal sector as the seedbed for 

industrial growth. 

¶ Prioritise decongestion /relocation / modernisation of Kejetia and other Kumasi City 

Centre markets, and identified markets in key rural towns 

¶ Aim to move the low-skilled service economy towards highly-skilled services-led 

economy. Develop transition measures, training, provide serviced sites, to facilitate 

progression from informal to the formal economy, including local content for larger scale 

investments.   

¶ Work with Ghana Tourism Authority, Ashanti Region, to identify and attract investment 

in marketing, sites and leisure through PPPs.  Identify tourism facilities and routes linked 

to other development needs, such as the Kogyae Strict Nature Reserve through to Digya 

National Park linked to development of agriculture in Sekyere Afram Plains. 

¶ Invest in visitor access and facilities for Forest and Game Reserves, Bofombori and 

Owabi Wildlife sanctuaries, and Lake Bosmotwe as a key leisure destination for Kumasi.  

Link to Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and Exhibitions (MICE) market.  

¶ Identify and market existing and new commercial opportunities especially in tourism and 

leisure sub sector. 

¶ Recognise the growth potential and support investments in telecoms and internet 

technology to increase penetration rates, mobile financing, and for service delivery. 

¶ Create the green network and protection of forest and river bodies as tourist attractions. 

1.4.5.2 Basis of infrastructure focused on increased investment in Service Sector 

¶ Support increased capacity in broadband cables / satellite / infrared and last mile 

connectivity including communications centers in the Kumasi CBD, markets, accessible 

to slum areas and in key rural towns. 

¶ Study and plan for the long-term viability and location of Kumasi airport, and implement 

within the plan period 

¶ Include new road links that were identified in the NSDF. Include new road links to Afram 

Plains area, also leading to Digya Game Park  

¶ Prioritise upgrading / repair of the Lake Road  

¶ Support solar, wind, bio-gas and other small scale power generation especially for more 

remote locations  

¶ Promote use of other energy sources from waste timber, household waste and 

agricultural products. 

¶ Implement the proposals in the Kumasi City Structure Plan for modernizing and 

decongesting the city centre, and relocating trading activities to the key transport nodes 

on inner and outer ring roads and urban corridors 

1.4.5.3 Focus on Human Capital Development for Improved Services Sector Productivity 

¶ Promote Birth control; education and skills development 
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¶ Develop and implement vocational, skills training and educational programmes that are 

aimed specifically at the low-end food, retailing and providing progression routes to high-

end services sub-sectors.  

¶ Encourage tree planting to maintain micro-climate 

¶ Investment in Renewable systems such as solar, biomass and wind should be 

encouraged, particularly for low income families and more remote locations  

¶ A target for the planning period will be improving access of basic services such as water, 

electricity and safe toilets to reach at least 80% of the population 

1.4.5.4 Composite summary of the Services-led scenario 

A review of the composite scenario for the region shows how investments are skewed in favour 

of the Greater Kumasi and Obuasi zone which are the most urbanized in the region. Sekyere 

Afram Plains is dominated by tourist sites probably due to the vast land which has experienced 

very low levels of investment. It therefore boasts a pristine environment which is conducive for 

nature activities. 
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Figure 1.6: Proposed Services Led Scenario in Ashanti Region 

 
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) 
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1.4.5.5 Strengths and Weaknesses 

The service sector has the highest number of employees and has been expanding over the 

years. However, it is estimated that about 80 percent of the service sector is informally 

organised and mainly centred on food selling and retailing. Though the number of employees 

are huge, income generation and contribution to GDP from the sector is low. As the urban areas 

like Kumasi and Obuasi expand so does the service sector. This trend of rapid urbanization has 

led to a domineering service sector in Kumasi and all the Municipalities within the region. 

Strengths 

Less adverse environmental impact: investments in this sector create less environmental 

degradation as compared with investments in other sectors. It is considered as the most 

sustainable way of investment for the environment. 

Compact development: investments in the service sector creates compact development and 

efficient investment in infrastructure.  

Weaknesses 

Impact of globalization ï cheaper goods from China and other developing countries have 

fuelled the services sector and weakened economic development since the region and most 

parts of Ghana has been used as dumping ground. This may also kill local initiative for 

innovation and development 

Weaker educational and skills gaining levels: dominance of the informal sector may result 

in high number of low skilled services and workers 

Loss of revenue as a result of the huge presence of the informal sector 
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2 THE DEVELOPMENT OF PREFERRED SCENARIO AND BASIS OF 

THE ARSDF 

2.1 Introduction: 
The analysis of the existing situation and subsequent development issues regarding the 

dynamics of the regionôs spatial development create opportunities and challenges for the overall 

development of the region. These have influenced the spatial structures of the region socio-

economically and if effectively organized could lead the region towards sustainable growth.   The 

basic underlying rationale for the Ashanti Regional Spatial Development Framework includes 

the immutable geo-physical basis of the region, some of the key growth nodes and corridors 

which have already been generated from different factors such as trade routes, concentrations 

of natural resources, population concentration and settlement expansion as well as their 

influences on existing infrastructure. Again, the influence of the region extends massively 

beyond the nation borders and any spatial arrangement whilst considering local inter regional 

relationship should also consider the spatial relationships within the ECOWAS region which is 

heavily influenced by commercial activities. 

2.2 Vision of the Region 
It is clear that whatever proposed strategy adopted to address the challenges as outlined in the 

findings should be underpinned by a vision which outlines the desired future of the region. The 

vision and elaboration of a vision statement is a critical step in the generation of a regional 

strategy which can stimulate the creative imagination, win general consensus and embrace the 

objectives and aspirations of all sectors within the region, including public or private.  

The vision of the ARSDF will be that:  

By 2036 Ashanti Region will be a leading place in Ghana and in the Sub region for 

convergence of economic activities where people enjoy a high quality of life within a 

healthy, inclusive and sustainable physical, socio-economic and cultural environment. 

To expatiate on the vision, it is expected that the region will be a hub of economic prosperity 

focused on sustainable development within an environmentally sensitive conscious 

environment. Both urban and rural areas will provide good employment opportunities. Proposed 

Regional Urban Growth Centers will cater equitably for the needs of people through the 

provision of essential recreation and cultural facilities, and education and health services in 

peaceful, accessible and healthy environments. 

Food security and exports will be achieved through innovations, diversification and targeted 

agricultural investments. Innovative methods would be available to improve the use of 

renewable energy. An efficient, integrated and sustainable transportation system will link 

production centers to markets and people to key services. Benefits of reduced waste, 

congestion and pollution will be reflected in improved productivity, better health and reduced 

stress; all supporting a stronger economy. 

2.3 The organising Principles of the ARSDF 
The achievement of the stated regional vision demands the development of effective proposals 

and strategies for the next twenty years. The three scenarios developed were based on the key 

strong points in the three economic sectors (Agriculture, manufacturing and services) 

particularly areas of concentrations of these activities and areas with comparative advantages 
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in these three economic sectors. A mix of the three scenarios will provide a comprehensive 

strategy in addressing the regional development issues. The right mix of the three scenarios is 

the basis for the organizing principles of the ARSDF. 

 

2.4 The Preferred Scenario ï 

Harmonized Development 

(Dispersed Concentration) 
According to the New Urban Agenda 

Urbanization and development are 

inextricably linked and it is 

necessary to find a way of ensuring 

the sustainability of growth. 

Urbanization had become a driving 

force as well as a source of 

development with the power to 

change and improve lives2. The idea 

behind the spatial development 

strategy of the ARSDF therefore is 

to promote investments in Regional 

Urban Growth Centres (RUGC) where it is expected that from these RUGC, development 

will trickle down to all parts of the region particularly to rural areas.  Though the NSDF has 

identified Kumasi as a city region whose influence extends over 40 to 50 kilometres radius, 

continuous investments in Kumasi alone may create congestion and invariably put stress on 

resources. Spreading the concentration in Greater Kumasi through the creation and 

investments in other RUGC will be an efficient way of distributing resources. In other words, the 

creation of additional effective urban centres will increase the socio-economic wellbeing of the 

people as envisaged and stated in the vision for the region and at the same time address the 

over congestion issues in the Greater Kumasi Zone. 

2.4.1 Organising Principles: Population and Settlement 

The people within the region are the principal actors of change. Though resource are the drivers 

of change and can attract people, it is the actors (people) who decide how these resources 

should be used. Consequently, in planning for the use of resources which will lead to socio-

economic development of any given region, it is the influence of it populace which should be 

placed at the centre stage. The concentration of population determines the types of settlement 

and their expansion which are either vertical or horizontal. Normally in Ghana such expansion 

is vertical resulting in urban and rural settlements sprawling uncontrollably as the case in places 

like Kumasi and Obuasi. 

For the Ashanti Region and most parts of Ghana, the current settlement pattern is dictated by 

population concentration which is driven partly by resources concentration. Figure 2.1 map 1 

shows settlement pattern as of 2016 and the Greater Kumasi Zone dominants in terms of size 

and population distribution. The areas with minute settlement sizes are rural and in some cases 

less naturally endowed especially those areas in the northeastern part of the region (Sekyere 

                                                
2 The New Urban Agenda, UN Habitat, 2014. 

The Transformative Power of Urbanization 

Throughout modern history, urbanization has been a major driver of 

development and poverty reduction. Governments can respond to this key 

development opportunity through Habitat III by promoting a new model 

of urban development that is able to integrate all facets of sustainable 

development to promote equity, welfare and shared prosperity. It is time 

to think urban: how to mobilise the global community and focus all levels 

of human settlements, including small rural communities, villages, market 

towns, intermediate cities and metropolises for demographic and 

economic growth. Habitat III can help systematise the alignment between 

cities and towns and national planning objectives in their role as drivers 

of national economic and social development.  
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Afram Plains - transitional zones). In the case of Greater Kumasi, the current population as of 

2016 is estimated at 1.9 million which is about 40 percent of the regional population. If the 

current trend of investment and rate of growth are allowed to proceed, the settlement pattern of 

the region in 2036 could be shown in Figure 2.1 map 2 with a population of 3.6 million. It should 

be noted that the expansion of Greater Kumasi will extend to annex neigbouring towns and 

districts including Mankranso, Offinso, Effiduase and Agona. Obuasi, Konongo, Mampong, 

Bekwai will experience settlement growth but at slower pace.  

Figure 2.1: Current and Projected Urbanisation expansion 

  

  
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) based on USGS (2015) 
 

Though there are economic advantages with urbanization in terms of massive GDP contribution 

and efficiency in infrastructure provisions, the analysis showed that in the case of Ghana and 

Ashanti Region, rapid urbanization results in economic concentration in the service sector and 

urban blight. This trend has negative impact for agriculture and food security. Again, the quality 

of labour in the service sector is highly unskilled and informal. There is the need to strategize 

and create counter magnate and other urban growth centers to reduce concentration in Greater 

Kumasi. Reinforcing additional urban growth centers will improve lives as noted in the New 

Urabn Agenda policy. 

An analysis used by the NSDF found Greater Kumasi dominance to be within 40 to 50 

kilometres where people can travel and enjoy services within the region and return on the same 
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day. Continuous expansion of Greater Kumasi beyond the 50-kilometre radius will put services 

and other infrastructure under stress through congestion. Hence, the need to create other 

growth centers outside the 40 to 50-kilometre radius. The next hierarchy of growth centers have 

25-kilometre radius influence where investments can be made to serve other rural and outlying 

areas. 

Figure 2.2 show the next hierarchy of urban areas to act as urban growth centers and counter 

magnates to Greater Kumasi and are picked from each of the development zones. In all the 

ARSDF proposed nine additional Regional Urban Growth Centers. The adoption of this 

method avoids the water can approach where development is spread too thinly among several 

growth centers just for equitable investment sake and not for efficiency. These settlements will 

most likely experience expansion due to population increases but efficient use of land may 

curtail the persistent urban sprawl. Figure 2.2 shows that urbanisation is trending along major 

growth "corridors" and major settlements along these growth corridors have been recognised 

by ARSDF and proposed as urban growth centers and comprises of the following settlements; 

¶ Obuasi 

¶ Mampong 

¶ Ejura Sekyeredumase 

¶ Akomadan 

¶ Tepa 

¶ Konongo 

¶ New Edubiase 

¶ Nyinahin 

¶ Greater Kumasi 

While the most efficient pattern in terms of services may be the compact city or urban area, it 

can clearly be seen in Figure 2.2 that compact urban centres can be achieved through the 

selected RUGC since all of them lie along growth corridors within the region.  The corridors 

show that Kumasi is reaching out along its trade routes. 

Some critical expected outcome of the ARSDF states the following 

Á Development and maintenance of a cohesive and poly-nodal settlement structure. 

Á Reduction in the disparities between districts - in terms of basic services, social and 

economic development - and promote cohesion to realize their inherent potentials. 

Á Development of spatial structures that are more compact and dense with a high quality 

natural environment 

Some of the measures that could be put in place to check intensive sprawling particularly in 

Greater Kumasi, Obuasi, Konongo and Mampong will include the following: 

¶ Enforcement of permitting approval in the various municipalities. 

¶ Development of greenbelt around major settlements  

¶ Permitting procedures should be regulated depending on the need for additional 

housing  

¶ Horizontal development and infilling should be encouraged particularly in the Greater 

Kumasi Zone 
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Figure 2.2:Hierarchy of Growth centers, Cachment Areas and Development Zones 

 

Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) 

2.4.2 Organising Principles: The Economy 

The over-riding organising principle of the Ashanti Region SDF is the achievement of economic 

growth, in order that all other objectives can be afforded. The rationale is that poverty levels can 

only be reduced, if per capita GDP and income levels rise faster than population growth.  If the 

population is to increase by 33%, then employment levels must increase by 25% to remain the 

same, and GDP must also increase by more than this in order for income levels to increase and 

the desired improved standards of living in a sustainable environment to be achieved.   

Growth in per capita GDP will be a huge challenge, and it is proposed that all other measures 

should be seen in context of the need to meet this challenge.  It should also be recognised that 

the focus has to be on production of tradeable goods, especially for export.  
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Agriculture  

¶ Increase in agricultural productivity led by investment in agro-processing of industrial 

and food crops 

Firstly, in agriculture, it can be seen that 

improved productivity in the field has 

been most successful when led by 

demand for, and support from, agro-

processors.  The value added by 

processing, among others in the value 

chain, is in all cases at a minimum 

several times the value of the crop in 

the field. Therefore, the marketing of 

the region to agro-processing investors 

in Ghana (but not limited to within the 

Region ï eg Unilever at Tema for oil 

palm) has to be a priority.  In order to 

attract and support these, "the enabling 

environment" has to be right.   

¶ Government-led enabling environment for agro-processing 

Government, guided by the Framework, can assist with the availability of post-harvest storage 

facilities, better access routes and serviced sites for processing, at a reasonable cost.  These 

sites need: 

a. good and cheap transport to export markets via the airport, ports, and growth centres 

in the West African Region,  

b. low cost and reliable energy, and  

c. the necessary water for production, in order for their products to be competitive in the 

regional and global market. 

d. Provision of road network and other infrastructure including improved methods   

The ARSDF can be one of the vehicles for the multi-sectoral coordination effort which is required 

to make this happen. 

¶ Industrial crops to be targeted 

The target of processing the surplus agricultural products of the region, cocoa, oil-palm, cashew, 

maize, cassava, plantain, ginger, yam, cocoyam, rice, cowpea, groundnut, fruits and 

vegetables, timber, poultry, beef and fish must therefore be the priority. 

¶ Emphasis on Mechanized Farming 

Farming methods should move away from peasantry to modern methods which add value to 

products and increase revenue. Production of both industrial and food crops should be on 

plantation basis with the use of appropriate farm equipment that are locally manufactured from 

artisan enclaves like the Suame ñMagazineò. Small Scale Manufacturing Enterprises should 

play a key role in manufacturing, processing and sales of agricultural related products. 
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¶ Basis of priority for investment locations 

Location of investments and production sites will be based on prioritizing areas with comparative 

advantage in the production of certain crops and natural resources endowments. Crops like 

cashew, cowpea, groundnuts and soybean yields are quite high in the transitional zone in the 

northern sector of the region. Southern parts of the transitional zone are well endowed in the 

production of industrial crops like cocoa and oil palm and should concentrate on the production 

of these crops. Staple food crops generally do well across the region and areas with high yield 

should be encourage to add value to these crops through processing. Examples include 

cassava and plantain in the Amansie areas, Ahafo Ano and some parts of the Asante Akim  

The investors who will choose sites for processing could be supported to seek the most 

economical setting for the process in terms of access, energy and water, and not by spatial 

balance or other administrative priority. Government may bring these factors into play in the 

longer term, when the region can afford them.  

¶ Improvements in Livestock Production 

The region once was the leading producers of poultry and its products. Though there exist a 

reasonable amount of poultry farms in the region, outputs have completely reduced. This is 

partly due to the breakdown of the railway system which aided poultry trade across the southern 

part of the country. It is hoped that if the government proposal to revive the rail industry should 

occur then the region should take advantage to revive the once flourishing poultry industry. 

The region should take advantage of the non-existence of a meat processing industry in Ghana 

to turn the cattle investments in the Agogo and Afram Plains areas around to establish meat 

and leather factories in Ghana. The region has the only leading abattoir in Ghana and the 

demand for meat is the highest. The Chirapatre Shoe Factory is also available to support the 

leather industry if established.  

Supporting activities proposed for agriculture across the region include the following;  

¶ research on soil suitability and improved crop production methods, 

¶ irrigation schemes,  

¶ Improved storage, bulking and marketing facilities 

¶ systematic land demarcation and agglomeration to create commercially viable 

(mechanised and much more productive) farms 

¶ Parallel priority for food security 

The one aspect of agriculture that will not be driven in this way is food security, a cross-cutting 

necessity for all urban and rural areas which must also be carefully monitored and provided for, 

especially where commercialisation is taking place. District level SDFs should include plans for 

food crops marketing and storage for lean periods, in strategic locations, accessible to 

vulnerable communities.  The concept of 'Food Sheds' in the NSDF will also be carried into the 

District MTDPs from the ARSDF as a counterpart to the cash-crop priority. 
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Economic Investments and General Locations 

Chart 4.2. (Volume 1) highlights areas where predominant economic sector activities should 

take place. Specific activities and the settlements/districts where these activities would occur 

has been detailed in each development zone.  For instance, the northern part of the region is 

predominantly dominated by the agricultural sector and also have vast land which will augur 

well for intensive large scale agricultural investment as compared to Greater Kumasi Zone which 

has no land for any intensive farming but urban gardening. Though there will be investment in 

the service and manufacturing sectors in the northern part of the region, the concentration will 

be on agricultural investments where they have comparative advantages.  

Investment in the service and manufacturing sectors should be concentrated in the Greater 

Kumasi Development Zone which already has some of the efficient infrastructure across the 

country. It is a huge commercial investment center in the sub region and should be elevated to 

be competitive. The Suame artisanal enclave noted for metal smithery and spare parts 

dealership is the biggest in West Africa whilst boasting of one of the biggest open markets in 

Ghana if not the sub region. It is the leading cultural and traditional center in Ghana attracting 

a decent number of tourists in course of the year. It has the most manufacturing centers in the 

region and ranks second to Greater Accra in FDIs. 

The southern part of the region is the most naturally endowed areas with a large concentration 

of mineral deposits particularly in the Adansi, Amansie and Ahafo Ano districts. Obuasi used to 

be a leading mining center in West Africa until recently when it closed down. Plans are underway 

by the current government of Ghana to revive the industry. The area is again the leading 

producer of industrial crops like cocoa and oil palm and has been performing creditably in food 

crop production at the national level. The ARSDF proposed that this area should combined 

manufacturing (mining) and agriculture.  
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Industry  

¶ Relative importance of agriculture versus industrial sector development 

Stakeholders recognised that Scenario One (Agriculture and SME led) compared to Scenario 

Two, (Industrial led) will transform the economy but relatively slower than the services sectors.  

However, development of many other successful countries has been shown to be based on a 

progression from agro-processing to other types of industrial development3. The growth rate of 

formal manufacturing activities in the Region has been slowing, although major initiatives in 

support of agro-processing, investment in other manufacturing and support for progression of 

informal sector into formal manufacturing activities could alter that trajectory. 

¶ Urbanisation and transport links as drivers of industrial development 

As the urban population grows, so does the opportunity for local manufacturing of consumer 

goods, some of which are otherwise imported.  In the industrial scenario, the potential for 

attracting FDI once Phase One of the Kumasi Ring Road, and railway access to Tema have 

been completed has been pinpointed both in the GKSDF and the NSDF. The main initial focus 

for this will be located in and around Boankra, where industrial land has already been allocated, 

and the Ejisu corridor which provides the link to knowledge-based industries. The importance 

of acting on these infrastructure investments, for the region, cannot be over-emphasised. 

¶ Role of the informal sector of the economy 

When considering attraction of Foreign and Direct Investment, it is important to give equal 

recognition to the very large informal element of manufacturing which is the capital-growing 

base of the Suame Magazine and Kumasi City Centre markets.  These combine markets with 

small-scale production.  It has been noted that they are now seeking to relocate to larger and 

less expensive sites on the edge of the Greater Kumasi area.  Support for this process, and 

implementation of the sites that have been identified for this in the GKSDF is necessary. More 

generally support for provision of alternatives to the present informal manufacturing sites along 

road reservations, should also be a short-term priority.  This should lead to synergy with the 

formal investments which could be attracted to Boankra and elsewhere. 

¶ Spatial pattern of industrial development 

In addition to Boankra, therefore, the industrial scenario plays out spatially in terms of locating 

logistics and industrial sites on the periphery of Kumasi, on key trade corridors, as already 

recognised in the GKSDF.  The stakeholder consultation on the scenarios clearly showed how 

even beyond the proposed Outer Ring Road which is on a 20km radius from the City Centre, in 

the area between that and a 45km radius of the City Centre, centres which can compete with 

or dissipate those in Kumasi should not be supported to develop as growth centres. Therefore, 

the concomitant spatial proposal is that only investment in infrastructure for Kumasi and the 

eight regional urban growth centres which are beyond the 45km radius can be supported during 

the ASRSDF Plan Period. 

¶ Urban Centres for Mining, Oil and Gas 

The location of Regional Urban Growth Centres, beyond a 45km radius, in the above strategy, 

has also been selected to work with the locations of the mining, oil and gas sectors. 

                                                
3 Eg in South Korea, Malaysia and many others 
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Obuasi is the region's second major urban centre after Kumasi, and developed around one of 

the largest original gold mines, which has recently closed. Meanwhile the largely unregulated, 

small scale, gold mining activities, which are nevertheless an important contributor to the 

region's economy, have continued to be centred there, and around the other potential major 

mining town, Nyinahin. 

¶ Potential mining sector developments 

The bauxite near Nyinahin gives the potential for very large scale investment, which will have 

to be led by government at national level, combined with deposits in the Western and Eastern 

Regions.  

There is also potential for oil and gas exploitation in the Konongo Zone which is yet to be 

confirmed.   

In both locations, there will be major infrastructure requirements which could only be achieved 

by going through the stages from concept, feasibility and project implementation, and depend 

on the availability of the necessary capacity in Ghana, her national priorities and the strength of 

pressures that are coming from other regions and projects. 

¶ Priorities for mining sector investment and development 

The priorities for investment in the services for the RUGC for the mining sector will be flexible 

and determined, as with agro-processing, in response to the requirement for support for specific 

private investment projects. 

There is another determining factor, however, which is the need to arrest the environmental 

degradation that is being caused by small-scale mining, which raises a major challenge.  

Increasingly, the many unemployed young people will not engage in non-mechanised 

agriculture, especially where they can earn more money from "galamsey" mining, or by servicing 

those engaged in informal mining. 

The proposal is that the development of these as well planned and serviced towns in particular, 

be supported, including especially in the services sector, for a growth path which also plans for 

restoration of degraded areas and a move away from the current damage. This would 

accompany measures to legalise mining, and training for employment in commercial, 

mechanised agriculture. 

2.5 Services Sector  
Proposals for the preferred scenario for the Services Sector are aligned with those for 

agriculture and Industry above.  It is acknowledged that the sector is the fastest growing part of 

the economy at present and may well remain so. 

2.5.1 Primacy of the Greater Kumasi services  

The primacy of Kumasi services sector in the Region has to be recognised. Therefore, the 

Greater Kumasi SDF is very important.  

2.5.2 Decongestion of Kumasi City Centre  

Decongestion of trading from the City Centre, to make way for a modern centre with commercial, 

business, hotels and shopping malls at a standard and level which are expected of a West 

African regional city of 4million people should be supported. 
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2.5.3 Regional Urban Growth Centres 

Services in the Regional Urban Growth Centres as noted above, must be supportive and 

attractive to the financial and other professional services which are essential for economic 

growth.   

All of the Regional Urban Growth Centres will need to have the appropriate infrastructure such 

as: 

(i) High speed broadband access zones 

(ii) Informal/innovation sites and workspaces 

(iii) Communications Centres for internet access and training in the informal services 

sectors.  

(iv) Mobile banking services to introduce capital to more rural communities must be 

considered  

2.5.4 Tourism and Leisure 

1. A central "band" of attractions and an easterly route through Konongo Zone are proposed.  

The more precise tourism routes will be worked out with the Tourism Development 

Authority regional office. 

2. The SDF will propose top locations for hotels which can double as providers for 

Management, Incentives, Conferences and Exhibitions (MICE) related to industrial and 

agricultural development objectives. These will be boosted by easy access to artisanal 

activities, nature reserves and high quality landscapes.  Lake Bosomtwe will be one of 

these locations 

3. These locations in themselves should be designed to attract IT-based investment which 

does not depend on proximity to main routes or the grid for power. 
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2.5.5 Measures for Social Development 

The identified deprived locations in the peripheral districts of the region must be tackled by a 

holistic programme of rural development.  The ARSDF can help by underlining the linkages 

between the different policies on urbanisation, economy and the environment of those areas,  

The agenda for servicing settlements in terms of health, education, water and sanitation should 

recognise and support the Regional Urban Growth Centres, while also encouraging the growth 

of a hierarchy of rural towns and villages which is determined by District level SDFs. Rural 

sprawl can be discouraged by providing bigger and better facilities in larger settlements as 

against proliferation of low quality and dispersed facilities which follow, rather than resist, 

sprawling development which is also expensive to service.   This is a matter of District-level 

planning and priorities.   

The ARSDF considers also availability of land, social development, equity, distances between 

services, political boundaries, and special characteristics of districts in determining proposed 

land uses and settlement locations in the next section which gives more details of each zone. 

The challenge is how to discourage proliferation of low-density homes and further sub-divisions 

to cope with natural population growth rates and subsistence in rural areas, while also promoting 

higher productivity and value addition in agriculture and recognising the environment and 

climate change issues.  For example, it has been mentioned that the RED++ financing may be 

tapped on basis of the extent of forest crops which predominate in the more deprived and 

peripheral locations in the region. 

A combination of measures is needed in a holistic approach including: 

¶ health and birth control education,  

¶ systematic demarcation to establish land ownership rights, as a basis for encouraging 

agglomeration of land for more commercial farming combined with identifying land for 

more compact and nucleated settlements: 

¶ planned allocation of land in the nucleated settlements 

¶ plans must include for more compact and well-serviced low-cost housing which breaks 

the tradition of endless sprawling subdivisions in rural communities 

¶ rural settlement planning must also identify space for local farm-gate processing and 

storage to increase value for farmers. 

¶ Rural planning will also identify challenges of small-scale mining and land remediation 

measures, but also the opportunities presented by well-designed mining, quarrying, 

provision of tourism facilities and other service sector potentials. 

All of these measures in combination can go far to change the development pattern, at relatively 

low cost.  However, they must link the social development, poverty, basic services with the 

economic and environmental agendas. 

Correspondingly, projects and programmes of social development agencies which are aimed at 

the increasing levels of urban poverty could have a stronger impact if aligned with the Spatial 

Development Frameworks and Structure Plans of Greater Kumasi and Obuasi. 
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2.5.6 Organizing principles of the ARSDF: Infrastructure 

Figure 2.3: Proposed Transportation 

 

2.5.7 Transport: 

(i) RAIL 
Figure 2.3 shows part of the rail network for Ghana which also confirms that all of the selected 

growth centres are close to the network.  The linkages to the route across the bottom of the 

map, which is the NSDF route for trans-west African transport corridor is notable. The first 

priority for Kumasi has to be the Boankra Tema line.  The Western Line, which has to include a 

link from Bekwai to Boankra, is a secondary priority.  The route to Tamale and the north from 

Boankra should be continuous on the completion of the line to Boankra.  These railways are a 

national project which cannot realistically be driven at regional level. 

(ii) ICT 
The location of internet routes will include a cable through Nyinahin and to a settlement in Afram 

Plains which are currently far from any route.  These connections will be part of the "gridding" 

the cable network by building cross linkages between the radials to make it more reliable. The 

scope and phasing of future cable networks will be defined with the relevant service providers. 
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Figure 2.4: Energy and ICT Proposals 

 

(iii) ROAD 
The Road network proposals include: 

a. New linkages east across Lake Volta that are proposed in the NSDF.  This may dictate the 

location of a proposed new settlement in Afram Plains. 

b. Rehabilitation of some roads which are currently in bad condition, the Lake Road and sections 

of the road to Obuasi from Kumasi, in the short term. 

c. Phasing of the Road programme in consultation with Ghana Highways, by reference to the 

NIP and to support investment as stated above. 

d. Improved network linkages between radial roads emanating from Kumasi, particularly on the 

west side of the Region. 

e. Creation of expressways to Sunyani and through Obuasi to the West African Highway route 

in the NSDF, in addition to creation of an expressway to Accra. 

2.5.8 Energy and Water 

The transmission network as shown on the figure 5.9 (Volume 1) where it does not serve some 

of the proposed Regional Urban Growth Centres. 

The Gas Pipeline as shown is planned to be built from Atuabo to the mining towns in the Western 

Region and then to Obuasi where a new thermal power station is planned.  From there the 
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pipeline will connect to the north south line at Kumasi. This sequence and these locations are 

driven by the gold mining industry and may be subject to change. 

Similarly, the existing and any proposed piped water supply locations will be a key factor in the 

selection and priority of the growth centres.  The Regional Urban Growth Centers that currently 

do not have a piped water supply but should now be planned for, include Obuasi, Nyinahin, 

Ejura, and (Afram plains one). 

2.5.9 Organizing principles of the ARSDF: Environment, Climate Change and Social 

Development 

2.5.9.1 Relative importance of environmental protection and climate change 

The ARSDF recognises the importance of environmental and ecological goods and services, 

as well as the impact of climate change, while also recognising the extreme shortage of 

resources for development in the short term and the immediate priority of economic growth. 

2.5.9.2 Measures to protect the environment and adapt to climate change 

There is no reason why environmental protection should not align with those for the economy 

as proposed above, could attract increased support on that basis (for example use of carbon 

sequestration funds for forestry).  The green growth path for Ghana should prioritise investment 

in forestry, alternative energy sources which take pressure off forests and agro-forestry.  The 

priority of reversing the environmental damage for small scale mining has already been 

mentioned.   

2.5.9.3 Protection of forests 

Firstly, the objective arresting the unsustainable invasion of forests by farming, charcoal burning 

and illegal mining all contribute to the objective of increasing output of timber, forest crops and 

responsible mining activities which pay for remediation of degraded areas.   

Secondly, the use of alternative technologies such as solar, wind and biomass are all potential 

low-cost solutions which should make energy, and the cost of production and services cheaper 

while also taking the pressure of use of forested areas for fuelwood.  The same applies to the 

development of the LPG industry. They need only be related to the identified growth pattern and 

hotspots rather than developed as independent and unrelated activities. 

2.5.9.4 Establishment of landscaped corridors 

Thirdly the spatial proposals will also relate to the green network corridors proposal in the 

National SDF.  These broadly follow the pattern of forest reserves and high ground which is 

shown in the forests map, but the corridors between them must also be developed.  If made 

accessible for leisure use, their role in protecting bio-diversity and combatting climate change 

will become more widely understood. 

2.5.9.5 Measures to increase resilience to climate change 

Research to predict the impact of climate change and develop the measures to safeguard 

agricultural production are essential.  These will include dams for rainwater harvesting and 

irrigation schemes.  
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Figure 2.5: Preferred Scenario ï Harmonised (Dispersed Concentration) Development 

 
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) 
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2.6 Pillars of the Harmonised Development (Dispersed Concentration) 
Á Harmonised Development proposes a policy framework which will delineate urban 

settlement limits, outside of which non-agricultural and non-essential development will only 

be permitted in exceptional circumstances. Such an approach will safeguard valuable 

agricultural land and ecosystems services from the harmful impacts of unplanned and 

unchecked urban sprawl. For instance for the Greater Kumasi Zone, urbanization should 

not go beyond all the annexed towns like Ejisu, Kona, Mamponteng and Nkawie. 

Á The preferred option facilitate strong, sustainable and equitable levels of economic growth 

and employment across region. It is considered that this option will best aid the 

diversification of the economy away from dependence on service sector and towards the 

priority strategic sectors such as tourism and agriculture. 

Á It focused on responding to districts strengths (comparative advantage) and socio-economic 

needs, leading to general improvement in quality of life. Disparities between rich and poor 

are expected to reduce, improvements in accessibility to employment opportunities arise 

and the root problems of social exclusion begin to be confronted.  

2.6.1 More detailed proposals for five zones of Ashanti Region 

Introduction 

The consultations with stakeholders input defined five development zones for planning of the 

Region. 

The key unique features for each zone are given below: 

2.6.2 Obuasi Development Zone 

7. Adansi South ï New Edubiase 

8. Adansi North ï Fomena  

9. Amansie Central - Jacobu 

10. Bekwai Municipal - Bekwai 

11. Obuasi Municipal - Obuasi 

12. Bosome Freho ï Asiwa 

Obuasi is the most populous after the KMA with a population of 660,272. It shares the border 

with both Eastern and Central Regions. Major settlements in the zone include Obuasi, New 

Edubiase, Fomena and Bekwai. In addition to farming which is a major economic activity mining 

has been driving the economy of the zone to an appreciable extend. The biggest industrial 

mining company which is Anglogold is currently closed down but the Ghana government is 

making arrangement to have it operations activated. Food and industrial crop production is quite 

encouraging and Bekwai Municipal is known for high production in cocoa. The network of 

commercial activities between Bekwai and Obuasi as well as settlements like Fomena and New 

Edubiase attract traders from the Central Region towns like Fosu and Dunkwa. Next to the 

Greater Kumasi Zone the Obuasi Zone is the most economically active zone. It also habour a 

decent number of tourist sites and a vibrant service sector centered on finance, hotel operations 

and trading. The potential of the zone is extensively hampered by extensive environmental 

degradation caused by illegal mining operations.  
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i. Population and settlement pattern 

¶ One growth center (Obuasi). Bekwai could have been a growth center but it is heavily 

influence by the economic growth of Kumasi and Obuasi in the region is overall development 

perspective. 

Districts within the zone will select the relevant settlement hierarchy 

ii. Economy 

¶ Food and industrial crop (oil palm and Cocoa) production 

¶ Amansie district being the leading district in Ghana for cassava production will benefit from 

cassava processing plant in Bekwai and aid beverage (beer) production in GK Zone or in 

Obuasi 

¶ Food processing (rice and citrus) and oil mills in Fomena, Ahwia Nkwanta and Bekwai. 

¶ Presence of Lake Bosomtwe and other tourist sites as well as a strong FIRE industry will 

promote tourism and generate activities in the service industry. 

¶ Sustainable mining and the revival of the AngloGold as stated by the GoG will revamp the 

economy of the zone 

¶ Develop a metallurgical industrial zone and promote an aluminum industry 

iii. Infrastructure 

¶ Improved road network from Bekwai through Obuasi to Dunkwa will promote inter regional 

network between Central and Ashanti Region.  

¶ Rehabilitation of rail from Kumasi, Bekwai, Obuasi to Dunkwa to Takoradi to be done in the 

first 5 years 

¶ Develop NIP proposed thermal plant in Obuasi in 20 years. 

¶ 1300-meter airstrip to be used as domestic flights for districts/settlements in the Central and 

Ashanti Regions in the absence of the proposed new City and airport as mentioned in the 

NSDF. This should be possible when and if the AngloGold presence at Obuasi can be 

rebuilt. 

iv. Environment and social development 

¶ Hospital of the size of a regional hospital to be established in Obuasi in 15 to 20 years. 

¶ The Zone has the biggest natural lake (Lake Bosomtwe) in the country, which is a very 

popular leisure destination for Kumasi and could take more investment. There are other 

tourist sites that can potentially generate revenue if they are properly rehabilitated.  
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Figure 2.6: Proposals for Obuasi Zone 

 
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016 
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2.6.3 Tepa Development Zone 

5. Ahafo Ano North - Tepa 

6. Ahafo Ano South - Mankranso 

7. Amansie West ï Manso Nkwanta 

8. Atwima Mponua ï Nyinahini 

Tepa Zone is located in the western part of the AR and shares border with both the Western 

and Brong Ahafo Regions. It had an estimated population of 469,455 as at 2016. Farming and 

mining are the major economic activities in the area. The area is estimated to have the highest 

concentration of poultry farms in the region. Major settlements in the zone are Tepa, Mankranso, 

Jacobu, Manso Nkwanta and Nyinahin. Settlements in the zone remain as major dormitory 

towns to the Greater Kumasi Zone but investments in the Tepa and Nyinahin could change the 

trend.  

i. Population and settlement pattern 

This zone has strong similarities with the Ahafo Ano Atwima Zone.  Both have more highly 

populated rural areas, producing timber and forest crops like cocoa, areas where traditionally 

money was made. The Forests have been over-exploited and the drier climate is no longer as 

suitable for cocoa as it was.  

Adansi South, Ahafo Ano North and South have the largest concentration of the agriculture 

workers.  Each of these districts hosts six to eight percent of the jobs represented in absolute 

numbers. Though highly populated however, they have a small, peasant farming, economy 

which is generally less productive: for example, although 50% of land is cropped, the yield is 

20% less than in the much more sparsely populated Sekyere Afram Plains 

¶ 2 Urban Growth centers (Nyinahin and Tepa) 

ii. Economy 

Like Adansi Zone, cocoa production is quite high particularly in the Ahafo Ano areas. Ginger 

and citrus are also produced in larger quantities across the zone. Poultry and poultry processing 

plants are located on the growth corridor between Kumasi and Sunyani. One of the leading 

poultry feed plants in the country, Agricare Ltd, is located in the zone at Abuakwa, also on the 

edge of Kumasi, where there is enough space for a market and logistics to be developed to 

further enhance the bulk-breaking services it already provides. The main reason for this is to 

ease the congestion in the Central Business District and also build on the existing potential of 

the Abuakwa area poultry production and processing (Agricare Company in Akropong). 

There is heavy mining in these areas both legal and illegal mining. The biggest mining company 

in the area is Newmont at Ahafo Ano North in Kenyase.   The potential exists at Nyinahin for 

exploitation of the very large bauxite resources to the west of the town. 

¶ Food and Industrial Crop Production (Cocoa) but processing to be done in Greater 

Kumasi Development Zone 

¶ Sustainable mining in Tepa (gold) and Nyinahin (Bauxite) 

¶ Ceramics and Tile Production in Ntensere, Nfensi, and Sepase 

¶ Second largest hospital (military) in the region being constructed at Afari will boost the 

service industry 

¶ Limited agro processing 
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¶ Mechanized agriculture 

¶ Investment in the poultry industry in Akropong 

iii Infrastructure 

¶ New roads linking Nyinahin to Mankranso, Manso Nkwanta to GK. Road improvement 

from GK to Mankranso to Sunyani. Rail from GK to Nyinahin to Tepa 

 

iv. Environment and social development  

¶ A major new Military Hospital is being built in the zone Afari in the Atwima Kwabre 

¶ Tree planting for maintenance of micro climate 

Figure 2.7: Proposals for Tepa Zone 

 
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016 

2.6.4 Mampong Development Zone  

7. Mampong Municipal ï Mampong 
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8. Offinso Municipal ï Offinso 

9. Offinso North ï Akomadan 

10. Ejura Sekyeredumase ï Ejura 

11. Afigya Sekyere ï Agona 

12. Sekyere Central ï Nsuta 

 

Mampong Zone is situated at the northern part of the Ashanti Region (AR) and share the border 

with Brong Ahafo Region.  The zone has a total population of 472,514 and among the major 

urban areas which can serve as UGRC are Mampong, Ejura, Nsuta, Offinso, Agona and 

Akomadan. The zone falls within two agro-ecological zones which are transitional zone and 

semi-deciduous forest and has the same advantages as the Ashanti Akim zone in terms of crop 

production variety. Akomadan is also noted across the country as one of the leading producers 

of vegetables like tomatoes, garden eggs and pepper. Leading quarry industries in the region 

are located in the zone. With numerous ecotourism sites the zone may be next to the Greater 

Kumasi Zone in terms of tourist attraction which comprises of both natural and man-made site. 

The zone has two of the busiest growth corridors within the region with the intensive economic 

activities between the region and the three northern region all the way to Burkina Faso. As a 

result important settlements like Agona, Jamasi and Offinso are gradually becoming dormitory 

towns to the Greater Kumasi Zone. It is no surprise that it had the third highest population next 

to the Obuasi (660,272) and the Greater Kumasi Zone (2.9m) as of 2016. 

i. Population and settlement pattern 

This zone has similar characteristics as the Sekyere Zone, being less populated, except that it 

has one of the biggest urban centers (Mampong) in the region. These are areas in the 

transitional ecological zone, and are predominantly agrarian with more sparse population 

densities as well as very little presence of high-end services and industrial jobs. Offinso North, 

Sekyere Central and Sekyere Afram Plains however have the least GDP per worker contribution 

overall, because of their high levels of agricultural activity relative to industry and services sub-

sectors.  Yet they have higher yields per hectare of crops and lower percentage of cropped 

area. 

Three growth centers ï Mampong, Ejura and Akomadan. Offnso and Agona are influenced by 

GKZ  

ii. Economy 

Cocoa production is high in the Offinso area where a German company has just acquired over 

a 1000 acres of land for cocoa production and processing (cocoa village).  There is a 

concentration of poultry activities along the growth corridor between Kumasi and Akomadan, 

which is also one of the leading producers of tomatoes and pepper in the country.  

The Ejura area is noted across the country for the production of maize and yams in high 

quantities.  

Industrial activity is low relative to the services sector, especially in commercial/trading, but one 

of the major industrial activities in the Offinso Municipal and Offinso North Districts is quarrying.  

¶ transitional Zone with unique advantages 

¶ Leading producer of vegetables. Proposed processing of tomato and garden eggs 

factory at Akomadan 
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¶ Production of cereals. Maize to act as production inputs for processing (cornflakes in 

GKZ). 

¶ Develop huge warehouses at Ejura for storing maize as Ejura is one of the leading maize 

and yam markets in Ghana. Such a development may attract economic activities from 

nearby BA settlements like Atebubu and Nkoranza and possibly Techiman. 

¶ Industrial crop production (cocoa, cashew, maize) 

¶ Establish cashew production company at Mampong 

¶ Only zone with production of quarry products in commercial quantities. These activities 

should be managed at Offinso  

¶ Numerous tourist attraction will include the zone in the development of a tourist route to 

connect Obuasi Zone and GKZ.  

iii Infrastructure 

¶ Biomass plants in Mampong and Agona. Should be initiated in the first 5 years 

¶ New road to connect Offinso to Mampong in the first five years 

¶ Dual carriage road between Kumasi to Mampong and possibly to Ejura to link Techiman 

and Nkoranza in the next 20 years 

¶ Rail to connect Boankra to Mampong to the Northern Region. 

¶ Techiman, Nkoranza, Atebubu (BA), Akomadan, Ejura, Mampong, Nsuta, Jamasi (AR) 

may need an airstrip for domestic flight in 15 to 20 years. Can be sited at Ejura. 

iv. Environment and social development  

¶ Concentration of numerous urban centers in the zone will merit the construction of a 

regional hospital type at Mampong. This should happen in 15 years and will improve the 

service industry as the zone is heavily relying on agriculture which keeps dwindling. 

¶ There is a tertiary educational facility (University of Education) in Mampong which 

attracts a lot of people across the country and the sub region.  
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Figure 2.8: Proposals for Mampong Development Zone 

 
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016 

 

2.6.5 Konongo Development Zone 

1. Asante Akim North - Agogo 

2. Asante Akim South - Juaso 

3. Asante Akim Central - Konongo 

4. Sekyere Afram Plains - Drubonso 
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5. Kumawu Sekyere - Kumawu 

6. Sekyere East ï Effiduasi 

Konongo Zone is at the northeast part of the region and comprise of 8 districts which are listed 

below. The zone has a total population of 413,048 as of 2016. The major economic activity is 

farming which has the highest employment share among the three sectors of the economy. The 

zone falls within two agro-ecological zones which are transitional zone and semi-deciduous 

forest which is a potential advantage in terms of the ability to grow all the major food and 

industrial crops. Rice production supported by JICA under the Sustainable Development of 

Rain-fed Lowland Rice Production is prominent in the Zone. It also has the highest number of 

cattle population in Ghana. Major growth poles identified in the zone to support any type of 

development include Konongo, Agogo, Effiduase, Kumawu, Juaso and Drubonso. Except for 

Drubonso which is isolated, the rest of the major towns have a strong economic network within 

a radius of 40 kilometres from the Accra ï Kumasi road which acts as a major growth corridor 

for the zone and the entire region. The zone shares a border with the Brong Ahafo Region to 

the north and Eastern Region to the east.  

However, the development zone has also noted extensive environmental degradation from 

illegal mining and overgrazing from cattle rearing. These environmental havoc are centered in 

the Southern part of the zone.  

i. Population and settlement pattern 

The biggest settlements in the zone will be the growth centers at Kumawu, and Effiduase,. The 

Sekyere Afram plains are very sparsely populated rural areas with no major settlements or 

infrastructure, but the ARSDF proposes that Druabonso, which is a district capital should also 

be considered as a growth centers for this area with the potential to attract major commercial 

agricultural investments.   

¶ Two growth centers ï Konongo and Drubonso. A new growth point at Sabuso in the 

Sekyere Afram Plain has been proposed 

ii. Economy 

the zone is within the transitional ecological zone and has specialized in the production of 

legumes (groundnut and cowpea) and industrial crops like cashew particularly in the Sekyere 

Afram Plains.  Mechanized agriculture can easily be practiced in this zone. A lot of land in the 

Sekyere Afram Plains area has been purchased by businessmen from Kumasi and Accra who 

have planted teak. The zone has the highest concentration of cattle kraals in the country located 

in the Ashanti Akim North and there is a potential to exploit it further and establish a meat 

processing plant for the zone. The other enabling move that has been mentioned is the need to 

use land banking to establish permanent grazing to prevent ongoing conflict between farmers 

and Fulani herdsmen, and irrigation for both cattle and crops which will greatly increase 

productivity. 

Currently, industrial investment in the zone is non-existent and the presence of the service 

industry is limited mainly to a few banks and hotels in Konongo, Agogo and Kumawu, Effiduase 

and Nsuta which all have the usual commercial activities. However the prospect exists for oil 

and gas exploitation in this zone, as mentioned above. 

The potential of the tourism industry within the zone including the beautiful Atwea Mountains, 

the Kogyae Strict Nature Reserve and beyond. The Digya National Park on the edge of Lake 

Volta has huge potential as a tourism destinations.  A Holy Sanctuary is located in the area 
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close to Nsuta at Atwea which attracts worshippers and tourists across the country and beyond. 

The combination of these attractions, the opportunity for commercial agriculture, and oil and 

gas exploitation, justify the building of road access to open up the area, a project which has 

already been identified in the NSDF. 

¶ Cocoa and oil palm production is concentrated in the southern part of the zone. 

Generally, food production in the zone is also high.Improved cattle ranching methods 

should be initiated immediately at the Afram Plain area/settlements. 

¶ Meat processing in Agogo. The Kumasi Accra road linking Konongo will facilitate sales 

to major settlements like Kumasi, Nkwakaw Koforidua and Accra. 

¶ Leather processing factory in Agogo to be run in parallel with the meat processing plant. 

¶ Production and processing of food crop particularly rice as it is currently being supported 

extensively in the zone with irrigation facilities by JICA under the Sustainable 

Development of Rain-Fed Lowland Rice Production project 

¶ Production of cereal and industrial crops (cashew, cocoa, maize, groundnut, cowpea) 

¶ Commercial tree planting in Afram Plains 

¶ Sustainable mining in Konongo and Agogo 

¶ Development of oil and gas related industries as discovered in the Voltarian basin 

¶ Biomass processing plants in Konongo, Agogo and Effiduasi 

¶ Oil mill in Kumawu. 

iii.Infrastructure 

The zone generally has a good road network, except for the northeast, which will support both 

agricultural and industrial investment.  

¶ A continuation of the Nkawkaw by pass from Asona (ER) to join the GK outer ring road 

in Ejisu. 

¶ Konongo by pass to Agogo, Kumawu Mampong, Ejura and Nkoranza should be 

developed to link the Northern region and ease congestion in the GKZ. 

¶ Revamp rail connector from Boankra through Konongo to Nkawkaw 

iv. Environment and social development  

¶ Education and health facility expansions in Konongo and Agogo, 

¶ Presbyterian University College Campus in Agogo should be expanded to accommadate 

the increasing population within the zone. 
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Figure 2.9: Proposals for Konongo  Development Zone 

 
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016 
 

2.6.6 Greater Kumasi zone 

9. Kumasi Metropolitan Assembly - Kumasi 

10. Asokore Mampong - Asokore 

11. Atwima Kwanwoma - Ofoase 
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12. Bosomtwe - Kuntanase 

13. Afigya Kwabre - Kodie 

14. Ejisu - Ejisu 

15. Kwabre East - Mamponteng  

16. Atwima Nwabiagya ï Nkawie 

Greater Kumasi Zone is the most populous in the region with about two thirds of the regional 

population. KMA is the core of the region and is the most populated metropolitan area in Ghana. 

The zone is strategically located in Ghana and is well noted as a major commercial center where 

all major roads across the country connects and terminates. Other important settlements in the 

zone are gradually being incorporated into the core thus making Kumasi a major urban center 

in the sub region. The NSDF recommended Kumasi to be developed as a city region therefore 

its influence over the rest of the zones and Ghana as a whole in terms of national development 

cannot be underestimated. 

Specific Strategies for Each District 

In addition to the overall strategies for rural development, each district has a different focus as 

depending on its own characteristics as discussed below. 

(1) Atwima Nwabiagya District 

¶ Promoting agricultural production and development of agro-processing industries based 

on orange and ginger 

¶ Nkawie is the district centre with government administration functions and locations for 

agricultural market places and agro-processing industries. 

(2) Atwima Kwanwoma District 

¶ Transform agricultural practice and agricultural product by targeting the urban and 

suburban markets to emerge in Greater Kumasi Conurbation and by improving feeder 

roads 

¶ Promote private investment in agro-processing industries by ensuring stable supply of 

water and electricity (near New Bekwai Road) 

¶ Modernize and upgrade metal work currently practiced in Ampeyoo and Krofrom 

¶ Promote development of wood carving currently popular in Foase, Trabuom and 

Nweneso, aimed at domestic tourists and urban visitors 

¶ Undertake feasibility of gold mining in Adwuampong, Ampabame No. 1, Ahenema 

Kokoben, Nkoraza, Trede, Trabuom, Keykyebon and Aduwamse and protect them from 

illegal mining activities 

¶ Regulate operators of sand winning to minimize negative environmental impacts in 

Konkori, Trabuom, Twedie, Adumwamse, Dida, Gyekye, Afrancho and Asago  

(3) Bosomtwe District 

¶ Conduct inventory of agricultural land and put measures in place to protect good 

agricultural land from suburbanization and illegal mining activities (e.g., by establishing 

agricultural protection zones) 

¶ Promote development of gardens, children's play grounds, and golf courses for 

promoting recreational activities and attracting urban dwellers 

¶ Promote private investment in agro-processing industries using cassava and other 

crops. 
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¶ Organize events for traditional holidays and traditional food as part of tourism 

development strategies 

(4) Ejisu-Juaben Municipality 

¶ Promote vegetable and fruit production for urban residents in Ejisu and Juaben,as well 

as in Kumasi City 

¶ Expand further oil palm production and agro-processing of oil palm 

¶ Promote tourism attraction of oil palm plantations and palm oil factories 

¶ Promote Juaben as a tourist attraction, which is a town with charm for tourism attraction 

and agro-processing industries 

(5) Kwabre East District 

Kwabre East District has almost no rural areas within the District. However, the following 

strategy is useful in the context of suburbanization: 

¶ Promote suburban agriculture (even at small-scale) taking advantage of proximity to 

urban residential populations 

¶ Promote and expand traditional textile industry (kente weaving and wood carving) 

¶ Improve and promote tourist attraction of Adanwomase Tourism Management 

Organisation, Adinkra Craft Village and tourist information centre at Ntonso 

(6) Afigya-Kwabre District 

¶ Promote agricultural investment and agro-processing industries in the northern part of 

Afigya-Kwabre. 

¶ Strengthen enforcement of laws and regulations against illegal and informal mining 

activities for protecting good agricultural land from such mining activities. 
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Figure 2.10: Proposals for Greater Kumasi Development Zone 

 
Source: Spatial Solutions (2016) 

 

 


